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FOREWORDBY ADAM GILCHRIST

As ambassador for Social Inclusion Week, an organisation that works closely with
Cricket Australia, | am very proud to write the foreword for this important piece of
work examining the current state of Indigenous cricket in Australia. | am keen ly
aware of how important it is that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are
included and made welcome in our sport. At present, like in most things, we have
room for improvement in this endeavour.

Indigenous Australia has a long and proud tradit ion in the game of cricket. This
research documents some amazing stories about outstanding Indigenous

cricketers. However, the history of Indigenous cricket has not always been one of
inclusion. In fact, during large chunks of time in our history, Aborigi nal people in
particular were deliberately excluded from the game by a combination of racism

and government policy that controlled when and where people could play. What

is clear is that this history has had a major impact on the numbers of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people playing the game today. This history is not well enough
known and | hope that this report will go some way towards rectifying this. In
addition, this research demonstrates that we have a long way to go in rectifying the
isstes of the past and | am pleased to read herein about research in other countries
and some of the practical approaches we need to consider in redressing past
injustices and getting things right for the future.

For the Love of the Game also brings to lightt he voices of Indigenous cricketers,
players and administrators from all over the country. While there are divergent views

on a raft of issues presented here, one thing is absolutely clear: there is a real and
ongoing passion for cricket that comes through in these pages and it is this that
makes cricket so great and will ultimately make a difference. There are also some
issues and challenging recommendations in this report, both for Cricket Australia

and for state and territory cricket associations and | u rge that they be very seriously
considered. This is a part of cricket that we must improve. In the end, though, the

place of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in our national game reflects upon us

al | and ités up to alll oof crickes to énsuee thatweleacth | ove t |
do our bit to make sure cricket is truly a sport for all.

| congratulate the National Centre for Indigenous Studies and Cricket Australia for
producing such a frank and detailed piece of research and | hope you enjoy
read ing the report.

Adam Gilchrist AM
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Cricket is a game which many nations, races and creeds around the globe love
and play at all levels and in all locations o from backyards, to beaches, indoor to

outdoor, from green ovals to red dust. |  t has featured in the Australian way of life for
over 200 years, provid ing many Australians - young and old, male and female - with
a pastime that fosters health and wellbeing, teamwork, leadership , comradeship

and fun. However it has not included all Australians equitably, particularly the First
Australians. Yet it is a game which appeals to Indigenous Australians & urban, rural
and remote. This raises questions about why = more Indigenous Australians are not
engaging with the sport.  As this report highlig hts, while interest in cricket from
Indigenous Australian men and women is flourishing, there are structural barriers
that need to be dismantled to enable their full participation.

Researchers from t he National Centre for Indigenous Studies (NCIS) at The A ustralian
National University (ANU), who themselves have a passion for watching and

playing cricket , have long be en aware and concerned that cricket is not properly
engaging Indigenous Australians. We approached Cricket Australia and Cricket
Australia w armly welcomed the opportunity for research into the development of
Indigenous cricket. In 2013 NCIS and Cricket Australia embarked on a 12 month
research pilot project. Its parameters were developed by NCIS in consultation with
Cricket Australia and th e National Indigenous Cricket Advisory Council (NICAC).

This report is one of the major outcomes of the pilot project.
Methodology

The research was conducted from two main approaches. The first was a review of
historical and current research literature an d findings on the subject of Indigenous
Cricket in Australia. This led to further examination of research on the role of racism
in sport and literature on strategies to redress historical legacies of racism.

The second approach was the conduct of a nation al consultation T he NCIS
research team travell ed to all capital cities and some major centres.  Interviews
were conducted with both present and past Indigenous players from all levels of
cricket: from community cricket up to 0 and including 0 first class cricketers. We also
interviewed cricket administrators, umpires, game development officers from state

and national level, historians, volunteers and parents, teachers and community
members with interests in cricket. The majority of these interviews have bee n
conducted face -to-face, one -on-one, and recorded.  We interviewed 93 people,
held seven focus groups and 58 formal interviews in 12 different locations, resulting

in 77 audio hours. People from all parts of Australia also emailed, phoned and
submitted completed questionnaires to the research team
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From this consultation, a set of 13 key themes were derived and are detailed within
the report.

Findings

The literature makes clear that while particular Aboriginal men were playing cricket

in the mid to la te 1800s and early 1900s, these early beginnings were sabotaged by

the introduction of o6protectionismd in Austr al
days of Federation which encouraged racial segregation, state control and

subjugation of Aborigina | people across Australia, prevented them from fully

engaging in the game and destroyed the opportunity for many Indigenous players

to flourish. Similarly, the assimilation era of the 1950s to the 1970s aimed to integrate
Aboriginal peopl e di soeci @mygi. nstDueamg this ti me
Australians saw cricket as synonymous with ©6b:
both discouraged in Aboriginal communities themselves and through racism at

club, district and state levels.

The history of these e xclusionary policy eras has been instrumental in determining
the contemporary levels of engagement in the game. The effects of historical racist
policies and practices on the relationship between cricket and Indigenous people

in Australia today must not be  underestimated, and need to be rectified if
Indigenous Australians are to truly participate and thrive in the sport. Towards this
end the report delineates a number of strategies aimed at ameliorating the effects
of such past practices.

The report also un dertakes a review of the demographic and statistical information
relevant to Indigenous cricket. The review finds a dearth of reliable statistics on
Indigenous sport in general and Indigenous cricket in particular. This is seen as a key
area for remedial a ttention if a platform for future policy and development is to be
built.

The key themes emerging from  the consultation process (which builds upon the
research literature and statistical review) centre on themes of racism and exclusion;
women and gender; g overnance; finance and funding; leadership and

mentorship; cultural awareness and skills and capacity building; and high
performance versus community development. Each of these themes is examined in
some detail and ten key recommendations are aimed at havi ng maximum impact
on the issues raised within the thematic analysis. Each of the recommendations is
interlinked.

It is intended that this report be read as a whole and that each of the
recommendations below be seen as emerging from the various sections a nd
subsections of the report.
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A total of ten recommendations are made in this report, which are aimed at
initiating serious and lasting positive changes:

1. That Cricket Australia and all ~ state and territory cricket associations jointly

and formally acknowl edge a historical legacy of exclusion, racism and past

government policy as a combined cause of disengagement and under

representation in Indigenous cricket. That this be done in concert with a major

event (such as the 2016 Boxing daytesty mar ki ng iaxgbétpwrimt 0

between the game of cricket and Indigenous Australia.

2. That Cricket Australia completely review its current funding model of

Indigenous cricket including the consideration of doing the following:

n

r

T Set up an 6l ndigenpmenCr  Fokdb. Ddtaebofund

financed initially through a combination of CA revenue and /or corporate
sponsorship grants but would ultimately be driven by philanthropic
donation and return on investment. The fund would eventually provide for
scholarship s and specialised programs at both grassroots and high

performance levels.

1 Provide a high -level funding stream for Indigenous cricket for 5 years that is

linked to the percentage of the Indigenous population in Australia. This

could be, for example, 3% of the gate from a part icular test or tests and/or

one -day internationals or , conversely, the stream could be generated by
3% of a particular television right.
1 Invest 50% of the funding stream directly into Indigenous cricket programs

at a state and territo ry level tied to performance. Invest the other 50% of

the funding stleligemous €t ockbé Devel opment

1 Manage the fund through the reformed NICAC governance structure with

financial oversight through the Cricket Australia Board.
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3. That Cricket Australia and all state and territory cricket associations review
the present governance of Indigenous cricket including the consideration of
doing the following:

1 Change the current model of NICAC to appoint seven high profile
Indigenous leaders from  across the nation with a wide range of skills
including, business, marketing, politics, law, finance and community
development. At least one of these appointees should be a woman and
one position should follow the current system of NICAC and be elected
from the state and territory ICACs as a playing/community representative.
Two non -Indigenous advisory positions should also be created for the
NICAC to draw upon for expert advice. These would be non -voting roles
and should not be employees of Cricket Austral ia.

1 Each state and territory appoint a senior Indigenous sporting or political
figure as the ICAC chair. Other members of ICACs are to be drawn from
player and community representation. Each state and territory should
undertake an internal review with the  ir ICAC, concentrating on firmly
articulating roles and expectations of the ICAC. This should include, but
not be limited to:

0 budget transparency

0 meeting frequency and record keeping

o roles and responsibilities

0 community engagement strategy

0 governance exp ectations and understanding
0 articulations with NICAC

o composition and selection of ICAC

It is suggested that this process be undertaken by the newly appointed chairs
in each state and territory and facilitated by the CEO of each state and
territory cricket association.
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4. That Cricket Australia investigate the development and provision of accurate
and reliable data on Indigenous cricket by:

1 Ensuring the appropriate wording of a mandatory Identifier question on
the MY CRICKET database and all other forms of re  gistration or collation of
cricketing data.

1 Developing protocols and procedures for the entering of MY CRICKET
data to ensure accuracy and reliability of datasets.

1 Approaching the Australian Sports Commission in concert with other peak
sporting bodies in A ustralia to lobby for the development of reliable and
national Indicators and data of Indigenous participation and
engagement in sport.

1 Developing an appropriate set of indicators and baseline measures by
which to measure effectiveness of Indigenous cricke t programs on
participation and engagement.

1 Developing an accurate and reliable baseline of current infrastructure
and cricket facilities across Australia with a view to exposing current and

future need.

5. That Cricket Australia, through the reformed NICAC and ICAC structure,
enable the scoping costing and creation of an Indigenous Cricket Players
Network.
1 Information and membership to the Network would become automatic
upon positive identification thought the MY CRICKET data entry form. Non -

Indigenous assoc iate membership should also be welcomed.

6. That Cricket Australia and all state and territory associations appoint a
minimum of one Indigenous cricket development officer in each state and
territory .
1 These should be identified Indigenous positions appointed for a minimum

of a 12 months in the first instance.
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7. That Cricket Australia strategically place greater emphasis and focus on the
engagement of Indigenous females through program delivery and
partnerships with organisations similar to the Clontarf 0 Crick et Australia
partnership. Further, Cricket Australia should foster the ongoing expansion of
the Females Division of the National Indigenous Championships,
establishment of a Female Indigenous Development Squad and increased

scholarship opportunities.

8. That Cricket Australia recruit 8Community Ambassadors ©dwithin all States and
Territories to ensure that cricket has a meaningful presence within Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander communities.

9. That Cricket Australia, in collaboration with all state and ter ritory associations ,
source and fund a targeted professional development in -service for all CEOs
and/or senior executives aimed at facilitating:

1 A working knowledge of issues concerning Indigenous Australians with a
particular focus on sport and cricket pa rticipation.

1 A working knowledge of state and territory peak Indigenous and
government agencies and bodies connected with Indigenous
development.

1 A working knowledge of potential sources of external funding and grants
specific to Indigenous development.

1 An opportunity to strategically engage with key state and national leaders
and Indigenous identities including Indigenous sports men and women as

well as local community representatives.
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10.That Cricket Australia instigate the funding of three pilot trial prog rams

targeting three different levels of cricket engagement in remote locations in

northern Australia.

1 These trials will need to be well -resourced and should be seen as a serious
attempt to develop cricket as a sustained sport in the chosen locations.

! Locati ons for such a trial must be chosen
desires to engage in cricket, and in consultation NICAC and state ICACs.

1 The trials should be designed carefully and in partnership with community.

1 The trials should run for at leas t two years and be subject to both formative
and summative evaluation.

1 Each trial should also ensure that all agencies and organisations involved
are subject to tight contractual agreements and MOUSs regarding funding

transparency and agreed outcomes.
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INTRODUCTION

A cricket | overds story

During the Imparja C up in 2014 in Alice Springs , | managed, with

my colleague Dr. Bill Fogarty , to attend many of the community

matches. At one game involving the Robinson River Station team

we got talking with an elde  rly Aboriginal gentleman by the name

of Mr. Anderson, who was the manager of the team. He told us

that their team & journey to get to Alice Springs for the Cup had

been an arduous one. It involved travelling from Robinson River

via a boggy ro ad for about 6 0 kilometres in four -wheel -drive

vehicles (it was the wet season inthe Top End), to a turn -off

where they then set out on a four  -hour drive to Manangoora

Station. Once there, they boarded a number of alumin ium

dinghies and sailed sixhours to the west, ac ross to Borroloola ,

where they embarked ona  sixteen-hour bus ride that took them

to Alice Springs. Upon my enquiry as to why anyone would do

suchathing ,hesaid,6 For the | ove of.Welove game
cricketo.

There was a small, young boy standingt here with Mr. Anderson

so | asked , 'And who is thisyoungman ?66 My gr andsond wa
reply. | saidtotheboy ,0WMh at 6 s vy o usronn?admed De Vi | | i
Andersond was the reply. @Hiodsmumeldq
Grandpa Anderson.

Professor Mick Dodson

In many ways , this report has been driven by  a deep and abiding passion for the

sport of cricket. This includes the two lead researchers, for whom too much cricket is

never enough .2 During the course of this research we have had the privilege of

meeting a nd spending time with people at all levels of the sport who simply love

the game; people who are committed and dedicated , and who exhibit unbridled
passionfor cr i ¢ Kuwuted Shese same O6cricket tragicsd6 are
the games we play, an  d who plays them, are a reflection of our society more

2 Ms. Walsh, however, comes to the game with slightly less fanaticism, although her exposure to
cricket over the past 12 mont  hs is showing signs of fruition and we suspect she is now a lifelong fan
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broadly. Cricket is a great sport and its contribution to the establishment and

creation of our national identity is rightly lauded in both historical and

contemporary discourse s. Itis an egalitarian sport. Despite its colonial beginnings,
cricket has spread across the globe and is enjoyed by paupers and princes, Prime

Ministers and punters , and girls and boys from every corner of the globe , and from
all nationalit ies and ethnic background s.Indeed,thi s i s t he gameds str
future.

Yetin Australia, cricket has long struggled to shed a (real and imagined) legacy of
exclusionary practice and racism. Historical imperialism and col onial governance
structures pre dating Federation have been a str  ength in enabling the building of
the sport. Cricket is unashamedly well connected to both the corridors of power

and high -end economic investment. But in the past , this has also come at a cost to
the ability of cricket to open its arms and to truly embrac e players from across the
multicultural spectrum. Instead, this legacy has enabled the festering of distrust, the
platitudes of tokenism and a fear of engagement to prosper when it comes to
dealingwith the 6ot her & within the sporeéentintiielpass has be
relationship between cricket at a national level and Indigenous Australia. Ironically,

this is also one of the oldest relationships in Australian  cricket, harking back to the
preparations for the famous 1868 tour of England by Aboriginal pl ayers from the
Western Districts of Victoria.

Moving beyond past disappointments and taking off the heavy cloak of legacy

requires honesty , communication , and a preparedness to listen. It requires genuine

and deep commitment from all parties involved and i t requires a clear, well -

articulated and well -resourced vision for the future. Our findings herein have

convinced us that much of this precondition for future success is well underway. We

are heartened by a number of innovative and collaborative efforts that we have

seen across the states and territories  to engage more Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander people in the game. We are gladdened by the recent appointments of

two Indigenous -specific officers in specialty roles at both the state and national

levels. We are confident in the exceptional quality of the young Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander players, wh o are the gameds future. And v
this report comes at a time when Cricket Australia is ready to make a significant

statement and grasp the opportunity to re  -engage with the Aboriginal and Torres

Strait I slander community in a serious and | a
preparedness to open itself up to the scrutiny of this project and its preparedness to

listen and engage w ith our findings (demonstrated by both the Cricket Australia

board and the CEO, Mr . James Sutherland), should be seen as testament to our

hope s being well founded.
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While we feel the time is right  for change, from our other work in the Indigenous

affairs a rena we are always wary of false dawns. There will be no quick fixes or silver

bullets to building a future in which the wellspring of talent that resides in Indigenous

Australia can truly be actualised at all levels of the game. Rather, change must be

dra matic and surefooted inits  aim, and measured, sustainable and incremental in
outcome. Change must also come from the O6bott
d own 0 aicket must become a game in which Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander people are enabled to take ownership and determine their own future

within the game. This, of course, comes with its own accountabilities and real and

ongoing responsibility. Cr i cket Australiads new O6National |
for Game and Market Development 2014/15 02017/186 provi des an excel
opportunity to drive and monitor this change.

We hope that our efforts through this report help build upon a contemporary
renaissance of enthusiasm and activity in the Indigenous cricket space and that our
vision for a trul y reconciled sport for all is shared by those who read this report.
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PROJECT BACKGROUND

As researchers at NCIS, we are privileged to engage with a wide diversity of

Indigenous people from all over the world. In our work on education, governance,
develop ment, law, health and policy we are also privileged to garner a range of

views on a host of issues from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ~ people . One topic
that always looms large in our conversations is sport. The importance of

engagement with sportc  annot be underestimated in the broader parameters of
Indigenous affairs, both ata national and international level. The reasons for this are
many and are explored in some detail in this report. During the course of such
conversations about sport, one ques tion has been consistent, frequent and

recurring across geographic and cultural boundaries: Why are there not more
Aborig inal and Torres Strait Islander people  playing cricket?

Over the years, this question, and the theories an d discussions that accompany  it,
have niggled at us. As researchers , we have an innate want to understand

problems, but more importantly we want to contribute to areas of Indigenous
development that the broader Indigenous and non -Indigenous communities
around us see as important. And  there can be no doubt that people in Australia

see this issue as important! Cricket is truly a national game and , as such, it
contributes to, and reflects, the broader social milieu. So, while we are certainly not
experts on sport per se, and make no clai mto be, we approached Cricket Australia
with a view to seeing if there was some research we could provide that might help

with what we saw as a development issue for Indigenous Australian s, and for the
nation more broadly. We are pleased to say that our a pproaches were warmly
welcomed and that  NCIS and Cricket Australia established a  pilot research project |,
of which this report is one of the major outcomes. The parameters of the project
were developed in co nsultation over atwo -year period with Cricket Aus tralia (CA)
and the National Indigenous Cricket Advisory Council (NICAC) and are as follows:

The Indigenous Cricket R esearch Project (ICRP) is a one -year pilot research project
that has been comprised of the following key components:
1. Literature search and review: This component of the pilot reviewed existing
research and literature pertaining to Indigenous cricket in Australia.
2. Indigenous d emographics and statistics: This component of the pilot
analysed baseline Indigenous population and participation. It also identified
and made recommendations on statistical and data gaps where

appropriate.
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3. Consultation: Led by Dr . Bill Fogarty and Professor Mick Dodson , this
component of the pilot comprised a consultation with key Indigenous and
non -Indigenous stakeholde rs in all states and t erritories regarding their
Indigenous cricket programs , with a view to research and program need.

4. Analysis of key best practice m  odels: This component of the pilot conducted
an examination of key models of engagement through sport fo r Indigenous
youth.

5. Developing a longer term research partnership with Cricket Australia: This
component of the pilot has been about NCIS working with Cricket Australia to

potentially develop, establish, and critically constitute an ongoing research

relati onship .
In addition to delivering the research outlined above , the project team has  ensured
regular contact with the CA Game Development and Marketing team a s well as
the CA executive throughout the course of the research. The research team

appreciated an  ongoing dialogue in both developing our findings and in providing

ongoing advice where possibl e t oregaAréhsteamndi gen.
presented its findings to the CA board on 11 December 2014, and the current final

report marks a major outcome of the project.

This report should be read as a platform for developing longer term research

strategies and will perhaps form a baseline by providing a snapshot of the status of
Indigenous cricket in 2014 /2015. Ideally , this report will also demonstrate how far
Indigenous cricket has come when measured against any  future research.
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METHODOLOGY

In broad terms, the method we have applied to the development of this report is
based in the disciplines of anthropology and applied development, although our
approa ch has been necessarily eclectic. We have used a combination of methods
to develop our findings herein and we have relied on both quantitative and
qualitative information.  These are detailed below:

Ethics

As researchers working with Indigenous people  , we take our ethical responsibilities
seriously. We obtained a full  ethics clearance for this work by the relevant ANU
Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC) in June 2013, which allowed us to

conduct consultations (interviews  and focus groups) and record and p  hotograph
participants , with their consent. The Consent Form and Participant Information

Sheet are attached ( see Appendix). Throughout every step of this research project
we have ensured thatthe anonymity and confidentiality of the data we ha ve
collated have been maintained.

Research review

Our research review analysed a range of texts and publically available information
including books on Indigenous cricket, academic and journal publications,
newspaper and media reports including radio and television , as well as databases

and archives on cricket. We have also examined pamphlets, strategies and reports
on cricket, Indigenous affairs and sport more generally. There are some caveats

that we make here that are important. First, we are not historians and hav e not set
out to write a history of Indigenous cricket. However, we have tried to provide a
chronological review of the literature to show how Indigenous cricket has

developed and have based ther eview around key moments and people in
Indigenous cricket . Second, in an academic sense this review cannot be said to be
all-encompassing and , as a pilot piece of research , we have been necessarily
strategic in our research efforts targeting sources where we believe the greatest
insights lie. In both these regards , we owe much to previous academic efforts (see
section entitl ed 0. We bkopanuschefdhe mdteridl \aeshavé
gathered (and not necessarily cited herein) can be used in further research.
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Consultation

Our thematic findings build on  our review of the research base and are the result of
a series of consultations , which we held in each state and territory. These
consultations consisted of both formal and informal interviews with people, both
Indigenous and non -Indigenous, from a diversity of back  grounds and locations over
a twelve month period. While only relatively few of these people are directly

quoted or referenced in this report, many of these individuals have contributed to

the thinking and the research outcome and, as such, these discussion s have

formed an integral part of the method in deriving results. We have also been at

pains to maintain peopleds anonymity. Similar|
state and territory separately within the report. We did this for two reasons. Firstly , we

felt that the big issues that came out of our consultations were crosscutting in

nature and shared by all the states and territories. Secondly, we wanted to protect

the anonymity of those who provided us information . Thirdly, we feel that each
state and t erritory requires their own internal review in order to do justiceto a
multitude of smaller operational issues  (see section entited @Recommendations 0.

Interviews were conducted with both present and past Indigenous players from all
levels of cricket : from community cricket up to 0 and including 0 first class cricketers.
We also interviewed cricket administrators, umpires, game development officers

from state and national level, historians, volunteers and parents, teachers and
community members with inter  ests in cricket. The majority of these interviews have
been conducted face  -to-face, one -on-one, and recorded. A minority of interviews
were conducted by teleconference and several of our interviews could be
considered more as focus groups, as they were con ducted with whole teams or
groups of individuals. This was particularly true of the interviews we carried out at

the Imparja Cup in Alice Springs in February 2014.  One of the weaknesses of our
consultation methodology was the need to centre our engagements in capital
cities and major urban centres. This precluded the opportunity for many Indigenous
players and interested parties  who resided outside of these areas  to attend face -to-
face interviews. Indeed, many people invited us to remote and rural townships

across the country and were keen to put their local perspective to us. As a second

best option, we provided an electronic questionnaire (see Appendix) and, where
possible, opportunity for phone interviews. We are conscious that there were

certainly people who wished to contribute that may not have had the opportunity

to do so. In particular, due to time and budget constraints , We were not able to
spend any significant amounts of time in rural or remote locations. Garnering a

wider cross section of views fr om these areas should certainly be on any future
research agenda.
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Despite this, we were surprised by the enthusiasm shown in all locations we visited
and by the effort and dedication people showed in sacrificing work and other
commitments in order to speak  with us. On multiple occasions , people travelled
significant distances just to talk to us.  We are also pleased that we managed to
cover a wide spectrum of views and opinions from a diversity of people. Table 1
shows the dates and locations of the formal ¢ onsultation interviews:

Table 1: Consultation schedule

Location Date

Alice Springs 11 8 15 February
Darwin 17 February
Perth 27 February
Canberra 14 March
Melbourne 6 - 7 March
Mullagh Cup 9-10 March
Sydney 17 - 18 March
Ade laide 20 March
Brisbane 4 April

Cairns 8 April

Hobart 8 May

In total we interviewed 93 people (plus 7 full cricket teams) , conducted 58 formal
interviews and recorded over 77 hours of au dio in 12 different locations around the
country.

Media i ntervie ws

During the course of our research we were heartened by the interest that was
generated in the media. As part of our strategy we used the media as a vehicle for
publicising our consultations. We reproduce here a smattering of the media we
engaged with du ring the Imparja Cup in 2014.

Table 2: Media engagement during Imparja Cup 2014

Media Program

Win News News Report: Cricket Australia has backed a pilot research

WIN Wagga Wagga project at the ANU looking at why Ab  original and Torres Strait
11-Feb-14 19:05 Islander people are not taking up the sport.

WIN News News Report: Cricket Australia has backed a pilot research

WIN Canberra project at the ANU looking at why Aboriginal and Torres Strait
11-Feb-14 19:12 Islander people are not  taking up the sport.
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Media

Program

Win News
WIN Wollongong
11-Feb-14 19:14

Fran Kelly
Radio Nationa |
12-Feb-14 08:47

Murri Voices
4K1G
12-Feb-14 13:29

PM
702 ABC Sydney
12-Feb-14 18:29

Australian push to get
more indigenous
children involved in
cricket

ABC Radio Australia
13-Feb-14 11:42

Murri Voices
4K1G
13-Feb-14 13:45

ABC News (NT)
ABC1 TV Darwin
13-Feb-14 19:25

News Report: Cricket Australia has backed a pilot research
project at the ANU looking at why Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people are not taking up the sport.

Interview: Professor Mick Dodson, Director of the National
Centre for Indigenous Studies at the ANU, joins the program
to talk about indigenous children being encouraged to take
up cricket.

News Report /Announcer's Comments: The ANU has
launched a new progr am to encourage more A boriginal
people to play cricket. The host mentions ANU Professor Mick
Dodson.

News Report: Cricket Australia and the ANU are paying for a
one -year research project in the hope of getting more
Aboriginal people playing. Professor Mick Dodson wants to
close the gap (page 1 of 8).

While cricket in the Pacific is growing in leaps and bounds,
here in Australia, the sporti s yet to find its feet among Torres
Strait Islanders.

Announcer's Comments: The announcer says the Australian
National University has launched a new program in
conjunction with Cricket Australia to encourage Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islanders to take up the sport. Professor Mick
Dodson and Dr William Fogarty from the National Centre of
Indigenous Studies will travel around the country to exam ine
how Indigenous communities engage with cricket.

News Report: Researchers from the Australian National
University have started a project in Central Australia to find
out why indigenous people are not enthusi astic about
cricket. Only three Aboriginal people have ever represented
Australia in international cricket while the two big football
codes have over 10% of their squads made up of indigenous
players. NSW batman Jack Manning  -Bancroft says he would
like to see more indigenous people involved in cricket.
Professor Mick Dodson from the ANU says the 1868 team of
indigenous all -stars that dominated England has always
been an inspiration. Dr William Fogarty from the ANU says
there is development that needs to hap pen.
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Media

Program

Backchat on Friday
Koori Radio IGIS
14-Feb-14 10:29

Afternoon Live
ABC News 24
14-Feb-14 15:49

Afternoon Live
ABC News 24
14-Feb-14 16:43

Win News
WinTV Orange
14-Feb-14 19:22

Saturday Sport Talk
105.7 ABC Darwin
15-Feb-14 11:23

Announcer's Comments: The announcer talks about a

program encouraging Indigenous and Torres Strait Islanders

to take up cricket. The Australian National University has
launched the new program by t  ouring the country. Professor
Mick Dodson and Dr William Fogarty from the National

Centre for Indigenous Studies at the ANU will be touring

across the country with support from Cricket Australia.

News Report: Re searcher from the Australian National
University have started a project in Central Australia to find
out why. The two football codes have more than 10% of their
squads made up of Aboriginal players while on three
Indigenous players have ever represented Au stralia in
cricket.

News Report: Researchers from the Australian National
University have started a project in Central Australia to find
out why. The two football codes have more than 10% of their
squads made up of Aboriginal players while on three
Indigenous players have ever represented Australia in
cricket.

News Headline: Cricket Australia along with the Australian
National University are touring the country to find out wh y
Indigenous people aren't taking up cricket. Professor Mick
Dodson says not only will they be finding out why, but they

will be encouraging Indigenous people to take up the sport
(page 2 of 8).

Interview: Dr. Bill Fogarty from the Australian National
University joins the program to discuss the Indigenous Cricket
Program. Fogarty explains that he approached Cricket

Australia to establish the program. He says the aim of the
research projectis to find out  what are the barriers in the way
of more Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander people getting
into cricket.
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THE ESEARCHBASE

In order to review the key elements of Indigenous cricket , itis first necessary to
analyse the previous research that has be  en conducted on the topic. In this section
of the report , we look at a variety of previous publications and papers on
Indigenous cric ket with a view to extracting  the most import elements. Overall, we
find that academic attention on Indigenous cricket can  be seen to fall into two
broad categories. The first is best described as historical and the second as
anthropological. Similarly, there have been two main foci within these academic
traditions. The first is a history of games and individual Indigenous pla yers and the
second has been analytical accounts of the racism and exclusion within and

through the sport of cricket. The bulk of this review of previous literature therefore
attends mostly to the se two concerns. Serious academic attention to developing a
future for Indigenous cricket beyond these primary themes has been almost non -
existent. Our purpose in conducting this review of the exi sting literature and
research was to ensure that we were aware of any previous efforts to conduct

applied research in th is space as well as to bring together some of the pre -existing
research into one place. In so doing , we offer some caveats here. First, we have not
set out to write or re -write the history of Indigenous cricket,  although , as noted
earlier in this report , we draw heavily on those previous academic efforts. Second,

we are not historians and have not embarked on a traditional or archival search for

this review. Rather, we have taken a pragmatic and applied approach to this

review and have been primarily intere sted in drawing key themes from the pre -
existing research base. Similarly, we also attend closely to the issue of racism and
exclusion within the literature but certainly do not offer this as a sole explanation for
a perceived and real lack of Indigenous p layers. This section of the report should be
seen as underpinning , and read in conjunction with | the themes we expound upon
later in the report.

Bernard Whimpress, i n his book Passport to Nowhere, Aborigines in Australian Cricket
1850-1939 (1999), statesthat r esearch on Aboriginal cricke:
but that what has been written makes three basic errors. For Whimpress, the first

error is the assumption that there existsathin g cal |l ed & Aborasa@i nal cri
distinguishable entity. Seco nd, he argues that much of the work ( of his peers) has
exaggerated the 6i mpression of the amount of
century. Third, he argues that there has been a mistake made in seeing efforts at

Indigenous involvement in the game being | argely attributed to the civilising role

the sport could play. In supporting his argument , Whimpress takes the reader on a

tour of the contemporary writings on Indigenous cricket beginning in John

Mulvaney & 1967 Cricket WalkA bout and a revised edition wit h Rex Harcourt in 1988,

Colin Tatzds wor k i ncloéuAdbionrg ighsimse @9&Banc a | books
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0 Ostacle r a c @905) as well as research by Blades (1985), Tragenza (1984) Howell
(1986) and Edwards (1992). Broadly, Whimpress suggests that a history of something

call ed O6ADbor i gi nalmiscongtreett @adad allAbotgina pubseit and
should be more aptly seen asinar hc3¥®®WB).Hof 06Ab
also notes that the history of Aboriginal people in cricket is one of sp oradic

engagement and that a linear history is therefore difficult to sustain.

Whil e not wishing to buy into the debates of |
persuades usto make clearouru nder standing of ()adgenbuswe cal |l

c r i c kledurdexicon , the term can be seen as a catch -all phrase including but

not limited to:

1. All forms of cricket played by all indigenous teams (nationally and
internationally)

2. All forms of cricket including any indigenous players (nationally and
internationally)

3. Distinct forms of cricket development and governance pertaining to
Indigenous interests in the game (nationally and internationally)

4. All forms of cricket played by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in

Australia.

Indeed, in our consultations (see  sectio n e n t ihénmate dnalgsis drawn from
consul t)attilbenstber m 01 n dwag eertainly sne io commdn parlance
and was seen as an appropriate term to describe the differing levels and forms of
engagement by Indigenous people across the spectr um of the game. However,
our research certainly concurs with Whimpress on the issues of linear and sustained
Indigenous engagement in the game. Development of Indigenous cricket has

indeed been sporadic and from all the sources upon which we have drawn , we
tendtolean t owar ds Tat z 6s bardarsimas pasamountan wiotatiregllevels
of both success and engagement in the game by Aboriginal and Torre s Strait
Islander people in Australia. Whi | e we i nvokwes8eatsoménmhatt er m
differently to him. Engagement, or alack there of, is for us very much a function of
three broad structural influences:

1. The socio -political direct ion of broad national and state  -based policies

towards Indigenous people including racism and exclusion

3 Emphasis added
4 Capital d@ddenotes domestic Indigenous cricket, small 0 idéhotes international indigenous cricket
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2. The perceived and ac tual efforts of in clusivity by national and state -based
cricket organisations and their governance settings

3. The opportunity to play and the levels of exposure Aboriginal and Torre s Strait
Islander people have to the game (thisincludes acknowledging constr  aints
such as infrastructure, fiscal impediments and limited intergenerational

transfer of the game)

These three structural imperatives can be seen to have their beginnings in the socio -
political history of engagement between the settler colonial state an d Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people.

Historical perspective

Engagement by Aboriginal

people in cricket in Australia

dates back to the earliest days of
sport in the colony , with records
indicating involvement in 1795 in
Sydney (Gemmel 2007),

however, the first match

recorded was in February 1854
when three Poonindie Aboriginal
players engaged in a match at
StPet er 6 s Aroundtheg e .
same time, i n what was to

become Canberra, thereis a
record of Aboriginal Ngunnawal
players from Ginninderr a station
playing in the late  1850s. Bernard
Whimpress (1999) documents the
story of Bobby Hamilton, an
Aboriginal player of some local

note. We see Hamilton as a very
important character because he was perhaps subject to the first documented case

of racia | vilification in sport in Australia . Thisoccurred when the captain of the
Duntroon cri cket team | eft the field in doutraged
Whi mpress suggests the effrontery was Bobbyds

Figure 1: The New Norcia cricket team (1879) who walked
120 kilometres each way to  Perth and Feemantle to play
cricket.
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National Library of Australia nla.pic-vn3

Figure 2: Aboriginal cricketers at Coranderrk ca. 1877. Source: Kruger, Fred, 1831 -1888. Held in
National Library of Australia, Trove Collection 5

fell owd to dare to open the batting (Whimpres:
clippings of thetimec ome down firmly on Bobbyds side in

By the late 1850s, pastoralists and managers of missions had begun to introduce the

game of cricket to Indigenous people across Australia as either a collegiate activity

to passtimeorasaformofactivty t o encourage the O6natived po
English standards of living or traditions .6

5 http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/167537176?g=+&versionid=182596559

6 For example, Harcourt and Mulvaney mention Thomas Gibson Hamilton of Bringalbert station as a
youthful and athletic man who began teaching Aboriginal men in his employ how to play cricket.
They go on to say that Tom was instrumental in the coaching of and diffusion of cricket among the
Indigenous population. They also say that Tom was loved dike a brother 6by the local Indigenous
population (22). Ashley Mallet concurs (200  3:18) noting Hamilton coached players like Bullochy and
encouraged risk -taking with both bat and ball . As an aside, during the course of thisr esearch, we
received a letter fro m Mrs Barbara Hamilton Arnold. Tom Hamilton was her great uncle and she
donated two books to our research for which we are most grateful. Mrs Hamilton Arnold asks
regarding the status of | ndi genopesonal communieation 85iJiinet hen, wl
2014
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Figure 3: 1867, English, Art work edition: The Aboriginal cricket match on the M.C.C. ground
[Melbourne, 1867 Samuel Calvert  Source: Libraries Australia. Held in National Library of Australia,
Trove Collection 7.

By the mid -1860sthe western districts of Victoria had produced an all -Aboriginal
team. The team was coached by William Reginald Hayman and later by prominent
cricketer and Australia n Rules football pioneer Tom Wills, who gr ew up with the Djab
Wurrung people. Wills later captained the team in a match at the Melbourne

Cricket Ground which began on Boxing Day 1866 and attracted around 10,000
spectators (Gemmel 12007). The 2016 Boxing Day test in Melbourne will mark one
hundred and fifty years since this game took place.

7 http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/34097389?g=+&versionid=41975685
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Figure 4: First Australian team to tour England, 1868, L -R: King Cole, Jim Jallachmurrimin, Tarboe [or
Tiger] (standing) , Peter, T W Wills- Capt (standing), Red Cap, Harry Rose [ Mosquito], Mullagh
(standing), Bullocky, Cuzens, Dick -a-Dick (standing). Absent are: Sundown Ballrinjarrimin, Twopenny
and Charley Dumas. Court esy of MCC. Source: Australian g overnment 8.

The 1866 match was the precursor to the 1868 tour of England of an all -Aboriginal
side, comprised mostly of men from the Western Districts of Victoria. In many ways :
this region and Harrow in particular should be considered as the symbolic home of
Indigenous cricket in Australia  (see Mullagh Cup case study) .

The 1868 tour has been the focus of a large amount of research within a much
under -researched field. It is not our intention to reproduce this here but we would
rather point the reader to Mulvaney (1967), Mulvaney and Harcourt (2005),

Whimpress (1999), Sampson (2009), Blades (1984), Collishaw (2004), Mallet(2003)
and Gorman (2011) for different perspectives on the tour and what it means in the
annals of Australian Indigenous cricket relations. For the record, however, our
perspective of the 1868 tour garnered from all accounts should be considered as a
conflicted one. On the one hand , the tour represents a landmark in Australian and
Indigenous sporting history. It is the first overseas tour by an Australian sporting side
and , at a basic level, should be seen to forever connect the sport of cricket in
Australia with Aboriginal and Torres  Strait Islander people. The tour has also allowed
for the promulgation of Indigenous cricket champions and legends, a platform of
historic heroism that br ings to life characters the likes of Mullagh, Dick -a-dick ° and

8

9 Dick -a Dick, or more correctly Yanggendyininanyuk: Outback, issue 96 (August - September 2014),
pages [24] -[25], has recently been acknowledged as the hero in a story concerning three children

who were lost in the Little Desert Wimmera near Natimuk over 150 year s ago. The three children &
Isaac, Jane and Frank, aged 9, 7 and 3 years respectively , spent nearly three weeks lost in the bush
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