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Ed Wensing 
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS on Indigenous Peoples 
(as at December 2016) 
 
Publications are listed in the following categories: 

• Books 
• Book Chapters 
• Journal Articles 
• Research Reports 
• Discussion Papers/Issues Papers 
• Conference Papers 
• Public Lectures 
• Resource Guides 
• Book Reviews 

 
(P) indicates Peer Reviewed. 
 

Books 
 
Bird, D., Govan, J., Murphy, H., Harwood, S., Haynes, K., Carson, D., Russell, S., King, D., Wensing, E., Tsakissiris, S., 

Larkin, S. (2013) Future change in ancient worlds: Indigenous adaptation in northern Australia, National 
Climate Change Adaptation Research facility, Gold Coast, 257 pp. (co-authored book) 
http://www.nccarf.edu.au/publications/future-change-indigenous-adaptation-northern-australia 

 

Book Chapters 
 
Harwood, Sharon, Wensing, Ed and Ensign, Prescott C. (2016) Place-based Planning in Remote Regions: Cape York 

Peninsula, Australia and Nunavut, Canada, Chapter 6 in Settlements at the Edge: Remote Human 
Settlements in Developed Nations, Taylor, A., Carson, D.B., Ensign, P.C., Huskey, L., Rasmussen, R.O., and 
Saxinger, G. (eds) New Horizons in Regional Science, Edward Elgar Publishing, Cheltenham, UK.  
http://www.e-elgar.com/shop/settlements-at-the-edge 

 
Wensing, E. (2016) Dealings in native title and statutory Aboriginal land rights lands in Australia: What land tenure 

reform is needed? Chapter 16 in Sanders, W. (ed) (2016) Engaging Indigenous Economy. Debating diverse 
approaches. CAEPR Monograph No. 35, ANU Press, Canberra. http://press.anu.edu.au?p=344543 

 
Wensing, E. (2014) Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ relationships to ‘country’. Chapter 2 in Byrne, J., 

Sipe, N. and Dodson, J. (2014) Australian Environmental Planning: Challenges and Future Prospects. 
Routledge, Sydney.  

http://www.planning.org.au/awards/national 
 

http://www.nccarf.edu.au/publications/future-change-indigenous-adaptation-northern-australia
http://www.e-elgar.com/shop/settlements-at-the-edge
http://press.anu.edu.au/?p=344543
http://www.planning.org.au/awards/national
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Wensing, E. (2012) Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians.  Chapter 11 in Thompson, S. and Maginn, P. 
(eds.) ‘Planning Australia: An overview of Urban and Regional Planning’, 2nd Edition, Cambridge University 
Press, Melbourne.   

 
Wensing, E. (2007) Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians.  Chapter 11 in Thompson, Susan (ed.) 

‘Planning Australia: An overview of Urban and Regional Planning’ Cambridge University Press, Melbourne.   
 
Shain, K., Genat, W. J. & Wensing, E. (2006) Agreement making in the Local Context: Case Studies from Regional 

Australia.  Chapter 9 in Langton M, Mazel O, Palmer L, Shain K, & Tehan M (eds.) ‘Settling with Indigenous 
People: Modern treaty and agreement making’ Federation Press. Sydney. 
http://www.atns.net.au/reference.asp?RefID=1492 

 

Journal Articles 
 
Wensing, E. and Porter, L. (2015) Unsettling Planning’s Paradigms: Toward a just accommodation of Indigenous 

rights and interests in Australian urban planning? Australian Planner, DOI: 
10.1080/07293682.2015.1118394. 
http://hdl.handle.net/1885/95297 

 
Wensing E, Harwood S, Bird D, and Haynes K. (2014). ‘Conflicting World Views: Disjuncture between Climate 

Change Knowledge, Land Use Planning and Disaster Resilience in Remote Indigenous Communities in 
Northern Australia’. Geography Research Forum, Vol. 34, pp92-108. 
http://www.geog.bgu.ac.il/grf/current.html 

 
Harwood, S., Carson, D., Wensing, E., Jackson, L. (2014) ‘Natural Hazard Resilient Communities and Land Use 

Planning: The Limitations of Planning Governance in Tropical Australia’. J Geogr Nat Disast 4: 130. 
doi:10.4172/2167-0587.1000130 
http://omicsgroup.org/journals/ArchiveJGND/currentissue-geography-natural-disasters-open-access.php 

 
Wensing, E. and Sheehan, J. (2002) Letter to the Editor, Australian Planner, 39:3, 131-134, DOI: 

10.1080/07293682.2002.9982302. 
<http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/07293682.2002.9982302> 

 
Macmillan, L. and Wensing, E. (1999) ‘Local Government – Working with Native Title’, Local Government Law 

Journal Vol. 4, Number 3, 117-123. 
 
Wensing, E. and Davis, R. (1998): Letter to the Editor, Australian Planner,35:1, 2-4. (In response to Jackson, S. 

(1997) 'A disturbing story – the fiction of rationality in land use planning in Aboriginal Australia', Australian 
Planner 34(4).)  

 

Research Reports 
 

http://www.atns.net.au/reference.asp?RefID=1492
http://hdl.handle.net/1885/95297
http://www.geog.bgu.ac.il/grf/current.html
http://omicsgroup.org/journals/ArchiveJGND/currentissue-geography-natural-disasters-open-access.php
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/07293682.2002.9982302
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Wensing, E. (2016) The Commonwealth’s Indigenous land tenure reform agenda: Whose aspirations, and for what 
outcomes? AIATSIS Research Publications, AIATSIS, Canberra. 
http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/products/report_research_report/the-commonwealths-indigenous-
land-tenure-reform.pdf 

 
Wensing, E. (2007) The Potential for Cultural Heritage and Native Title Agreements between Aboriginal People and 

Local Governments in Victoria.  Second Edition. Native Title Services Victoria. 
 
Wensing, E. (2004) The Potential for Agreements between Native Title Holders and Local Governments in Victoria.  

First Edition. Native Title Services Victoria. 
 

Discussion Papers/Issues Papers/Policy Papers 
 
Wensing, E. and Taylor, J. (2012) Secure tenure for home ownership and economic development on land subject to 

native title, Discussion Paper 31, Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, 
Canberra. http://aiatsis.gov.au/ntru/documents/WensingTaylorDP_web.pdf 

 
Indigenous Planning Working Group (IPWG) (2010) Improving Planners’ Understanding of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Australians and Recommendations for Reforming Planning Education Curricula for PIA 
Accreditation, A Discussion Paper. Planning Institute of Australia, Canberra. 
http://www.planning.org.au/documents/item/2381 

 
Wensing, E. (2003) Compulsory Acquisition of Native Title and Compensation: Issues for Local Government.  Issues 

paper No. 7, ALGA. Canberra.  (www.alga.asn.au) 
 
Wensing, E. (2002) Indigenous Land Use Agreements Involving Local Government.  Issues Paper No. 4, ALGA, 

Canberra.  (www.alga.asn.au) 
 
Wensing, E. & Menin, M. (2000) Future acts in areas where native title holders are unknown.  Issues paper No. 6, 

ALGA, Canberra.  (www.alga.asn.au) 
 
Wensing, E. (2000) Following the Future Act processes under the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth).  Issues Paper No. 5, 

ALGA, Canberra.  (www.alga.asn.au) 
 
Wensing, E. (2000) Native Title and Local Government: adopting a precautionary approach.  Issues Paper No. 1, 

ALGA, Canberra.  (www.alga.asn.au) 
 
Wensing, E. (1999) Financial Assistance by the Attorney-General in Native Title Cases.  Issues Paper No. 2, ALGA, 

Canberra.  (www.alga.asn.au) 
 
Wensing, E. (1999) Comparing Native Title and Anglo-Australian Land Law: Two different timelines, two different 

cultures and two different laws, The Australia Institute, Discussion Paper No. 25, Canberra.  
(www.tai.org.au) 

 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/products/report_research_report/the-commonwealths-indigenous-land-tenure-reform.pdf
http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/products/report_research_report/the-commonwealths-indigenous-land-tenure-reform.pdf
http://aiatsis.gov.au/ntru/documents/WensingTaylorDP_web.pdf
http://www.planning.org.au/documents/item/2381
http://www.alga.asn.au/
http://www.alga.asn.au/
http://www.alga.asn.au/
http://www.alga.asn.au/
http://www.alga.asn.au/
http://www.alga.asn.au/
http://www.tai.org.au/
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Wensing, E. (1998) An overview of the Agreements provisions in the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth).  Issues Paper No. 3, 
ALGA, Canberra. (www.alga.asn.au) 

 
Wensing, E. (1998) Managing Native Title.  Information Paper No. 2, ALGA, Canberra. 
 
Wensing, E. (1998) An overview of the amendments to the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth).  Information Paper No. 3, 

ALGA, Canberra. 
 
Sheehan, J. and Wensing, E. (1998) Indigenous Property Rights: New developments for planning and valuation.  The 

Australia Institute, Discussion Paper No. 17, Canberra.  (www.tai.org.au) 
 
Wensing, E. (1997) Is Native Title Rateable? Information Paper No. 1, ALGA. Canberra. 
 
Wensing, E. and Sheehan, J. (1997) Native Title: Implications for Land Management, The Australia Institute, 

Discussion Paper No. 11, Canberra.  (www.tai.org.au)  
 
Wensing, E. and Sheehan, J. (1997) Native Title: Background Paper, Royal Australian Planning Institute and the 

Australian Institute of Valuers and Land Economists, Melbourne and Canberra.  2nd Edition.  
 

Conference Papers 
 
Wensing, E. (2016) The Indigenous Estate and Land Use and Environmental Planning, Presentation circulated at the 

Indigenous Banking and Finance Forum, North Stradbroke Island, Queensland, 17-18 May. Hosted by the 
Australian Human Rights Commission as part of their Indigenous Property Rights project. 
http://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-
justice/projects/indigenous-property-rights 

 
Wensing, E. (2015) Land Justice for Indigenous Australians: Dealings in native title lands and statutory Aboriginal 

land rights regimes in Australia and why land tenure reform is critical for the social reconstruction of 
Aboriginal people and communities. Presentation to ‘Engaging Indigenous Economy Conference’, 4 & 5 
September 2014, The Australian National University, Canberra.  

 
Wensing, E. (2014) Land Justice for Indigenous Australians: Dealings in native title lands and statutory Aboriginal 

land rights regimes in northern Australia and why land tenure reform is critical for the social, economic and 
cultural reconstruction of Aboriginal people and communities. Presentation to ‘CRN Northern Australia 
Development Conference, A Northern Perspective’, The Australian National University, Canberra, 27 
November 2014. 
http://cdu.edu.au/northern-institute/nad-conference-2014 

 
Wensing, E. (2013) Managing Canberra’s National Heritage Values. A paper presented to the Australia ICOMOS 

2013 National Conference—Centenary of Canberra, 31 October – 3rd November 2013. Canberra.  
 

http://www.alga.asn.au/
http://www.tai.org.au/
http://www.tai.org.au/
http://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-justice/projects/indigenous-property-rights
http://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-justice/projects/indigenous-property-rights
http://cdu.edu.au/northern-institute/nad-conference-2014
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Wensing, E. and Taylor, J. (2013) Secure tenure for home ownership and economic development on land subject to 
native title – Further research.  Paper presented to the 7th Australasian Housing Researchers’ Conference, 6-
8 February 2013, hosted by Curtin University, Fremantle, Western Australia. 

 
Wensing, E. (2013) Indigenous land tenure reforms: Implications for land use planning.  Paper presented to the 

Planning Institute of Australia National Congress 25-27 March 2013, Canberra.  
http://www.planning.org.au/whatson/2013-2 
http://www.planning.org.au/documents/item/5002 

 
Wensing, E. and Small, G. (2012) A Just Accommodation of Customary Land Rights in Land Use Planning Systems, 

Paper Presented to the 10th International Urban Planning and Environment Association Symposium, 
University of Sydney, 24-27 July 2012. Pp. 164-180.  
(This is a later edition of the previous paper and the paper we also presented to the World Planning Schools 
Congress in Perth in July 2011.) 
www.upe10.org pages 164-180.  
http://sydney.edu.au/architecture/documents/prc/UPE10/UPE10%20Proceedings.pdf 
http://hdl.cqu.edu.au/10018/927758 

 
Wensing, E. and Small, G. (2012) A Just Accommodation of Customary Land Rights in Conventional and 

Contemporary Land Use Planning Systems.  Paper Presented to the 2012 Institute of Australian Geographers 
Conference, Macquarie University, Sydney 4-8 July 2012.  
(This is a later edition of a paper that we also presented to the World Planning Schools Congress in Perth in 
July 2011.) 

 
Wensing, E. (2011) Improving Planners’ Understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians and 

Reforming Planning Education in Australia.  Paper No. 112, Presented in Track 12 ‘Planning Education and 
Planning Practice’ at the 3rd World Planning Schools Congress, Perth (WA), 4-8 July 2011. 

 
Wensing, E. and Howorth. P. (2011) Measuring Indigenous Development:  Working in a ‘recognition space’ between 

two cultures.  Paper No. 113, Presented in Track 13 ‘Comparative Development Planning’ at the 3rd World 
Planning Schools Congress, Perth (WA), 4-8 July 2011. 

 
Wensing, E. and Small, G. (2011) A Just Accommodation of Customary Land Rights in Conventional and 

Contemporary Land Use Planning Systems.  Paper No. 118, Presented in Track 15 ‘Planning Law, 
Administration and Property Rights’ at the 3rd World Planning Schools Congress, Perth (WA), 4-8 July 2011. 

 
Wensing, E. (2002) Linking Native Title and Council Processes, Paper presented to The Cutting Edge of Change, 

Shaping Local Government for the 21st Century, Conference 14-17 February 2002, University of New 
England, Armidale, NSW and to the Australian Planning Institute Conference, Wellington, New Zealand, 
April 2002. 

 
Wensing, E.(2001) Planning with Native Title in Western Australia: Recent Experiences in Broome, Paper presented 

to the 2nd Native Title Representative Bodies Legal Conference and National Environmental Law Association 
National Conference, Townsville, August.  

http://www.planning.org.au/whatson/2013-2
http://www.planning.org.au/documents/item/5002
http://www.upe10.org/
http://sydney.edu.au/architecture/documents/prc/UPE10/UPE10%20Proceedings.pdf
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Public Lectures 
 
Wensing, E. (2016) Indigenous Rights in Planning: Complicities, Incongruities, Prospects. 29 August 2016, Built 

Environment Faculty, University of New South Wales. 
 
Wensing, E. (2016) Indigenous Rights in Planning: Complicities, Incongruities, Prospects. Second Semester Seminar 

Series, 10 August, Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research, The Australian National University, 
Canberra. 
http://caepr.anu.edu.au/Seminars/16/Seminar-Topics%E2%80%94Series-2/10_8_Seminar.php 

 

Wensing, E. (2016) Indigenous Rights in Planning: Complicities, Incongruities, Prospects. Canberra Urban and 
Regional Futures Forum, 25 July, University of Canberra, Canberra.  
http://www.curf.com.au/events/article/?id=curf-seminar-25-july-co-existence-recognising-and-respecting-
indigenous-rights-in-planning 

 
Wensing, E. (2014) Land Justice for Indigenous Australians: Dealings in native title lands and statutory Aboriginal 

land rights regimes in Australia and why land tenure reform is critical for the social reconstruction of 
Aboriginal people and communities. Public lecture for a seminar on ‘Development on Aboriginal Freehold 
Land’, 30 October 2014, James Cook University, Cairns. 

 
Wensing, E. (2014) Why land tenure reform is critical for the social reconstruction of Aboriginal people and 

communities. Public Lecture, Talking Circle 22 August 2014, University of Notre Dame in Australia, Broome 
Campus 

 
Wensing, E. (2013) Indigenous Customary Rights and Contemporary Land Use Planning. Planning Institute of 

Australia, Queensland Division Seminar, ‘Indigenous Planning, Tenure and Planning’, Cairns Regional 
Council, Cairns, 19 March 2013. 
http://www.planning.org.au/documents/item/4923 

 
Wensing, E. (1997) Native Title: Can it be regulated?  The Inaugural Lewis Keeble Memorial Lecture, Customs 

House, August , for the Queensland Division of the Royal Australian Planning Institute.  
 
Resource Guides 
 
National Native Title Tribunal (2011) Developing Indigenous Land Use Agreements. A guide for local government. 

National Native Title Tribunal, Perth.  
http://www.nntt.gov.au/Information%20Publications/Developing%20indigenous%20land%20use%20agree
ments%20-%20a%20guide%20for%20local%20goverment.pdf 

 
National Native Title Tribunal (2009) Working with Native Title.  Linking native title and local government 

processes. 3rd Edition – August 2009. National Native Title Tribunal, Perth. 

http://caepr.anu.edu.au/Seminars/16/Seminar-Topics%E2%80%94Series-2/10_8_Seminar.php
http://www.curf.com.au/events/article/?id=curf-seminar-25-july-co-existence-recognising-and-respecting-indigenous-rights-in-planning
http://www.curf.com.au/events/article/?id=curf-seminar-25-july-co-existence-recognising-and-respecting-indigenous-rights-in-planning
http://www.planning.org.au/documents/item/4923
http://www.nntt.gov.au/Information%20Publications/Developing%20indigenous%20land%20use%20agreements%20-%20a%20guide%20for%20local%20goverment.pdf
http://www.nntt.gov.au/Information%20Publications/Developing%20indigenous%20land%20use%20agreements%20-%20a%20guide%20for%20local%20goverment.pdf
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http://www.nntt.gov.au/Information%20Publications/Native%20Title%20and%20local%20government%20
processes_.pdf 

 
Wensing, E. (2003) Learning About Native Title, Australian Local Government Industry Training Advisory Board, 

with Fraynework Multimedia and an Indigenous Reference Group. (www.nativetitle.edu.au) (online and CD 
Rom) 

 
Wensing, E. (2002) Working with Native Title: Linking native title and Council processes.  A kit containing ten 

checklists for different local government occupations and a 22-page brochure explaining how to apply the 
six-step action plan in the ‘Working with Native Title’ Guide. ALGA, Canberra.   
http://alga.asn.au/site/misc/alga/downloads/indigenous-issues/nativeTitleGuide.pdf 

 
Wensing, E. & Macmillan, L. (1999) Working with Native Title: A practical guide for Local Government.  2nd Edition. 

ALGA, NNTT, ATSIC, Canberra. (A 345-page loose leaf folder comprising 6 steps and several appendices of 
resources and additional information) 

 
Wensing, E. (1998) Working out Agreements: A Practical Guide to Agreements between Local Government and 

Indigenous Australians.  ALGA, Canberra. 
 

Book Reviews 
 
Wensing, E. (2014) ‘Reclaiming Indigenous Planning’, Book Review, Urban Policy and Research, Vol. 32, No. 3. pp. 

386-390. DOI: 10.1080/08111146.2014.926583. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/rNGK6TjjqBmUviK9jgQE/full 

 

Wensing, E. (2013) ‘The Right to Landscape: Contesting Landscape and Human Rights’. Book Review. Australian 
Planner, Vol. 50, Issue 3, pp. 274-275. DOI: 10.1080/07293682.2012.739568. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07293682.2012.739568#.VYqPBWcw-po 

 
Wensing, E. (2013) ‘People on Country. Vital Landscapes. Indigenous Futures’. Book Review. Australian Planner, 

Vol. 50, Issue 4, pp. 362-365.  DOI: 10.1080/07293682.2012.745889. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07293682.2012.745889#.VYqP9Wcw-po 

 

Submissions to Inquiries 
 
Wensing, E. (2016) ‘Going deeper than the rhetoric’ Comments on the PIA Draft Accreditation Policy for the 

Recognition of Australian Planning Qualifications.  Submission to the Planning Institute of Australia’s review 
of its Planning Education Accreditation Policy, May 2016. DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.25414.06725. 

 
Wensing, E. (2014) Submission to the Australian Law Reform Commission Inquiry into the Native Title Act 1993 

(Cth).  http://www.alrc.gov.au/sites/default/files/subs/13._ed_wensing.pdf 
 

http://www.nntt.gov.au/Information%20Publications/Native%20Title%20and%20local%20government%20processes_.pdf
http://www.nntt.gov.au/Information%20Publications/Native%20Title%20and%20local%20government%20processes_.pdf
http://www.nativetitle.edu.au/
http://alga.asn.au/site/misc/alga/downloads/indigenous-issues/nativeTitleGuide.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/rNGK6TjjqBmUviK9jgQE/full
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07293682.2012.739568#.VYqPBWcw-po
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07293682.2012.745889#.VYqP9Wcw-po
http://www.alrc.gov.au/sites/default/files/subs/13._ed_wensing.pdf
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Newsletters 
 
Wensing, E. (2016) ‘Indigenous rights in land use planning strengthened in Queensland’, Native Title Newsletter, 

Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS). 
http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/products/native_title_newsletter/native_title_newsletter_august_2
016_online.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/products/native_title_newsletter/native_title_newsletter_august_2016_online.pdf
http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/products/native_title_newsletter/native_title_newsletter_august_2016_online.pdf
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